
 



Light Bulb shapes and Types 
 
Light bulb shapes, often labeled by a letter (A, G, BR) and a number indicating diameter, 
determine how light is distributed. Common types include A-shape (general), Globe 
(decorative), Candle (chandeliers), and Reflector (directional flood/spot). Key technologies 
are LED (energy-efficient), Incandescent (warm), and Halogen. For dark sky purposes, these 
are best used in shielded fixtures. Use lights with a CCT of less than 3000 oK with amber 
(1800-2200 oK) lights preferred. 
 

Key Light Bulb Shapes (Shape Codes) 
Light bulbs are identified by a letter indicating their shape and a number indicating their 
diameter. The number gives the size in 1/8th inch increments. For example an A20 bulb is 
20/8 = 2.5 inches in diameter. 
 

●​ A-Shape (Arbitrary - e.g., A19): The classic, versatile "pear" shape used in most 
residential household fixtures and lamps. 
 

●​ Globe (G-Series - e.g., G25, G30): Spherical bulbs, often used in bathroom vanities, 
decorative fixtures, or modern lighting. 
 

●​ Candle (B or C-Series): Elongated or flame-shaped bulbs (pointed tops) for chandeliers 
and sconces. 
 

●​ Reflector (R/BR/PAR): These have a reflective coating to direct light. 
○​ R: Standard reflector. 
○​ BR (Bulged Reflector): Has a "bulge" at the neck, providing a wider floodlight 

spread for recessed cans. 
○​ PAR (Parabolic Aluminized Reflector): Intense, directional lighting with a hard 

shell, good for outdoors or spotlights. 
 

●​ Tubular (T-Series - e.g., T5, T8): Long, cylindrical tubes, often used in vanity lights or 
overhead lighting. 
 

●​ MR16/MR11: Small, intense, directional reflector bulbs often used in track or accent 
lighting 

 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=A-shape&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiRqqKGqbGTAxXzDTQIHdNoOmYQgK4QegQIARAE
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Globe&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiRqqKGqbGTAxXzDTQIHdNoOmYQgK4QegQIARAF
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Candle&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiRqqKGqbGTAxXzDTQIHdNoOmYQgK4QegQIARAG
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Reflector&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiRqqKGqbGTAxXzDTQIHdNoOmYQgK4QegQIARAH

